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A high-spirited, divine ‘Altar Boyz’ inspires at Stoneham Theatre
By Sheila Barth
barths@comcast.net

The Altar Boyz are beckoning you to come to Stoneham Theatre, not only to
enjoy their highly energetic performance, but to heed
God’s call and save your souls
during the one-act, 80-minute,
off-Broadway, award-winning
musical hit spoof that targets
boy bands and Christian performance groups.
Since its debut at the New
York Musical Theater Festival
in 2004, the show has amassed
Altarholics followers.
The audience/”Altar Boyz”
interaction begins even before
theatergoers enter the theater
space. In the lobby, there’s a
confessional box, where people may submit their “confessions”.
This “divinely-inspired”
musical show-within-a-show
features five Altar Boyz - Matthew, Mark, Luke, Abraham
and Juan- who the show with
a high-energy, soul-raising,
rocking, introductory song,
,”We Are the Altar Boyz,”
They say they came to Stoneham Theatre, the last stop of
their Raise to Praise hallelujah
song-and-dance inspirational performance, to save lost,
troubled souls. “We’re gonna
alter your lives,” they pro-

claim. “y’know who’s in the
house? God’s in the house!”
They won’t quit until their
Soul Sensor, a family-friendly, digital display meter, indicates all theatergoers’ souls
are on the right path to salvation.
Driving their individual
messages home, each Altar
Boy relates his God-ordained
“call,” through a non-visual,
thunderous, voice, or via cell
phone.
Besides co-directing the
show with Tyler Rosati, choreographer Ceit Zweil, has
created a non-stop, high-energy, romping, rock-n-rolling,
inspirational production, in
which the Boyz genuinely
seem committed to saving our
souls. “God put the rhythm in

me,” they sing.
Their enthusiastic, fervor radiates throughout the
theater. They make individual eye contact, dance in the
aisles at times. They even take
a lucky young lady on stage,
while Matthew serenades her
in his solo, (There’s) Something About You”.
Although some theatergoers may be put off by the lyrics’ Christian content - think
evangelical,
inspirational,
spiritual gatherings - theatergoers must remember the
show is farcical. The lyrics inject clever play on words that
aren’t as outrageously irreverential, and fiendishly funny as
“The Book of Mormon,” but
in the same genre.
Set on .Jenna Lord’s snazzy,

tri-level stage, with churchlike arches, an altar with neon-blue illuminated cross,
and the show’s four terrific
musicians, including musical
director Matthew Stern playing keyboard 1, visibly seated
on an uppermost, above-stage
platform. Together, musicians
and performers make glorious
music, from spoof inspirational, to Hispanic, rock ‘n’ roll
and rap.
Also eye-and ear-catching
are Jeff Adelberg’s battery
of lighting effects and John
Stone’s sound effects.
“We’re the Altar Boyz,
we’re gonna alter your mind,”
they pledge musically in their
theme song.
Handsome leader Matthew,
(Michael
Levesque),along

with Mark (Michael Jennings
Mahoney) the sweetly gay,
effeminate buddy who secretly harbors feelings for Matthew; Luke (Sean Mitchell
Crosley), a toughie who was
detained at a “training center”
for awhile because, “Yo, I was
‘exhausted’ (detained, as in
busted); and Juan (Ricardo D.
Holguin) the Mexicano who
was abandoned by his parents
on the church steps and has
desperately sought to know
his real parents, only to learn
they’re dead. Juan tearfully
declares “La Vida Eternal,”
rousingly supported by the
ensemble.
There’s Abraham (Bryan Miner) the Jew, too, who
despite his religion, feels
he belongs with the Altar
Boyz. Wearing his Star of
David kipot and decorated T-shirt,Abraham touches
theatergoers’ hearts with his
fantastic musical declaration,
“Everybody Fits (in God’s
family)” because God loves
everybody equally.
Portraying Mark, Mahoney
seems divinely inspired,
too, during his soaring solo,
“Epiphany,” that brings down
the house.
With each song and
soul-sensor check time, the
number of souls requiring salvation drops, eventually leav-

BOX OFFICE

One-act, multi-award
winning, 80-minute musical
spoof, music, lyrics by Gary
Adler and Michael Patrick
Walker, book by Kevin Del
Aguila, based on a concept
by Ken Davenport and
Marc Kessler, appearing at
Stoneham Theatre through
April 9: Wednesday, March
29, April 5, April 2,9, at 2
p.m.; Thursday, 7:30 p.m.;
Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 3
and 8 p.m., 395 Main St.,
Stoneham. $5-$55; seniors,
$45-$50; students with valid
ID, $20. Stonehamtheatre.
org.

ing only four on the meter,
leading to a shocking revelation among the ensemble.
Together, cast members are
delightful. They seem to enjoy
being together on stage, and
their spirit of camaraderie,
friendship and commitment
emanates to theatergoers.
While the boys sing about
lifting spirits, freeing and saving souls, “Altar Boyz’” commitment is bringing family
fun to all ages.

‘Chill‘ Leaves Some Theatergoers Cold
By Sheila Barth
barths@comcast.net

Dull dialogue, spritzled
with occasional Boston, historic and contemporary references spoken by under-developed characters are the
driving forces behind Brookline native Eleanor Burgess’
Boston-based,
bittersweet
drama “Chill”. She claims the
play was loosely inspired by
her own real-life experiences
at Brookline High School and
beyond.
Although award-winning
Director Megan Sandberg-Zakian does an admirable job
of helming this four-person
talented cast, the play lacks
emotional clout and pathos.
Maybe Burgess’ play is
ho-hum, but Merrimack
Repertory Theatre can claim
meritous attributes, boasting
about the production’s first-

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Probate
And Family Court
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
REMOVAL
Docket No.
SU15P1043EA
Estate of:
Louis L.
Mazzarini
Also known as:
Louis L.
Mazzarinio
Date of Death:
01/01/2015
To all interested person:
A Petition has been filed by:
Michael Mazzarini of East Boston, MA requesting that Michael
Mazzarini of East Boston, MA be
removed as Personal Representative(s) of said estate.
You have the right to obtain a
copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written
appearance and objection at
this Court before 10:00 a.m. on
04/27/2017.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection of you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty

time, outstanding all-women
team. Christina Todesco has
designed a superlative set,
with clapboarded roof above
the interior, furnished basement room. Wen-Ling Liao’s
lighting and Elisheba Ittoop’s
sound effects are outstanding, too, especially during the
end of Act I, when media announcers blast reverberating
headlines about key political,
international, terrorist events,
natural disasters, and more.
“Chill” focuses on four
friends hanging out at Jenn’s
Brookline house to have fun
together, first as teenagers in
2001,then 10 years later, to
get caught up, rekindle their
friendship, and have more fun.
Throughout the entire first
act, we listen to Alli (Monica
Giordano), Jenn (Maria Jung),
Ethan (Danny Bryck) and
Stu (Kim Fischer), engage in
desultory chit-chat. The teen-

(30) days of the return date,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Joan P. Armstrong, First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 22, 2017
Terri Klug Cafazzo,
Register of Probate
3/29/17
EB

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
TRUST
CITATION
Docket No.
SU12P0503EA
In the matter
Of: Elizabeth C.
Mazzarini
To all interested persons:
A Petition has been filed by:
Donna Mazzarini of East Boston,
MA requesting: Removal of
Trustee and Appointment of
Successor Trustee.
You have the right to obtain a
copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written
appearance and objection at
this Court before 10:00 a.m. on
04/28/2017.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a

age girls are bored with their
suburban existence and want
to experience more. They also
hint about Jenn’s crush on
Ethan, but he’s clueless about
it.
After trying to liven things
up by playing a floor board
game or creating sexual acts
for Jenn’s childhood stuffed
animals, the guys get bored
and leave.
We know the feeling.
Alli’s bored with her mundane existence and wishes
something would happen. So
do we.
The second act opens following the first act’s stirring
end - a barrage of international and national events that
rocked the world. We sense a
pivotal change. Stu and Jenn
are older, professional looking and stylish (kudos, costume designer Miranda Giurleo). So are Alli and Ethan.

timely written appearance and
objection followed by an Affidavit of Objections within thirty
(30) days of the return date,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
WITNESS, Hon. Joan P. Armstrong, First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 17, 2017
Terri Klug Cafazzo
Register of Probate
3/29/17
EB

LEGAL NOTICE

COMMONWEALTH
OF MASSACHUSETTS
THE TRIAL COURT
PROBATE AND
FAMILY COURT
Suffolk Division
24 New Chardon St.
Boston, MA 02114
(617)788-8300
CITATION ON
PETITION FOR
FORMAL
ADJUDICATION
Docket No.
SU17P0302EA
Estate of:
Manuel Infante
Date of Death:
11/15/2016
To all interested persons:
A Petition for Formal
Adjudication of Intestacy and
Appointment of Personal
Representative has been filed
by Don Orione Home of East
Boston, MA requesting that the
Court enter a formal Decree and
Order and for such other relief
as requested in the Petition.
The Petitioner requests that:
Carol F. Barton of Worcester,
MA be appointed as Personal
Representative(s) of said estate

to serve With corporate Surety
on the bond in an unsupervised
administration.
IMPORTANT NOTICE
You have the right to obtain a
copy of the Petition from the
Petitioner or at the Court. You
have a right to object to this
proceeding. To do so, you or
your attorney must file a written
appearance and objection at this
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the
return day of 04/13/2017.
This is NOT a hearing date, but
a deadline by which you must
file a written appearance and
objection if you object to this
proceeding. If you fail to file a
timely written appearance and
objection followed by an affidavit of objections within thirty
(30) days of the return day,
action may be taken without
further notice to you.
UNSUPERVISED ADMINISTRATION UNDER THE MASSACHUSETTS UNIFORM PROBATE CODE
(MUPC)
A Personal Representative
appointed under the MUPC in an
unsupervised administration is
not required to file an inventory
or annual accounts with the
Court. Persons interested in
the estate are entitled to notice
regarding the administration
directly from the Personal
Representative and may petition
the Court in any matter relating
to the estate, including the distribution of assets and expenses
of administration.
WITNESS, Hon. Joan P. Armstrong, First Justice of this Court.
Date: March 02, 2017
Terri Klug Cafazzo
Register of Probate
3/29/17
EB

But
some
things
never
change.
One by one, their attempts at
renewing their camaraderie
erodes.
We learn through their brief
conversational
exchanges
that:
Jenn, now living in New
York City, fulfilled her dream
of becoming a writer, but
hasn’t written anything she
considers significant. An activist, she declares she can’t
relax, not in this world of
American imperialism. She
adds, now that they’re adults,
they’ve reached the stage in
life where they can’t have real
fun.
And, uh, by the way, her father has cancer., she tells Alli
Stu’s excited. He’s engaged,
about to be married. He’s also
involved with a small business.
Alli’s optimistic too. She says
today is a gift. “That’s why

BOX OFFICE

Two-act, two hour Boston-based drama written by Brookline
native Eleanor Burgess, appearing through April 16 at Merrimack
Repertory Theatre, Nancy L.Donahue Theatre, 50 E. Merrimack
St., Lowell. Tickets, $26-$70. associated events, senior, group discounts.Visit mrt.org, or call 978-654-4678.
they call it the present,” she
intones. She adds she always
felt inferior intellectually, especially to Jenn. She’s teaching, but asks Stu to help her
get a job with his company.
Did I reveal that somewhere
along the way Ethan and Jenn
admit they had a brief romantic encounter, which Jenn
dismissed, saying they were
totally incompatible?
Oh.
During their teen-age
get-together, as Alli and Stu
descended the stairs, carrying popcorn and drinks, they

caught Jenn and Ethan kissing.
Funny how things don’t
change. Deja vu. Fast forward to 2011. As Alli and Stu
come downstairs with snacks
and drinks, they catch - yepthe “incompatible” Jenn and
Ethan, kissing, locked in an
embrace.
No matter.
Life goes on. So does
“Chill,” ambling to a tepid
conclusion.
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Easter Hunnies

We will be publishing our
Easter Hunnies in our April
12th and 13th editions of:

The Revere Journal
Lynn Journal
Chelsea Record
Winthrop Sun Transcript
East Boston Times
Everett Independent
Email: promo@reverejournal.com
or drop by our office
located at 385 Broadway, Suite
105, Revere, MA 02151
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