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Getting Out

Greater Boston Stage Company’s DAMES AT SEA a rollicking musical comedy spoof
By Sheila Barth

Spending two hours at
Greater Boston Stage Company’s super spoofy, happy-tappy musical, “Dames at Sea,”
provides a welcome respite to
continuous frightening news
about monster storms devastating the Caribbean islands
and our Southern states, thus
forcing mass evacuations.
Helmed and choreographed
by the theater’s award-winning associate artistic director,
Ilyse Robbins, veteran Boston
star Shana Dirik and her five
winsome co-stars - Ephie Aardema, Sara Coombs, Taavon
Gamble, Russell Garrett and
Michael Seltzer - mug it up,
poking fun in this parody of
the classic American musical
Broadway show in its heyday
and the 1930s Busby Berke-

ley-style romantic musicals.
Those Broadway hits continue to delight theatergoers
today. So do their parodies,
providing chuckles, laughs
and lots of fun. And “Dames
at Sea” is no exception.
Eric Levenson’s set is mini-

malist. The musical accompaniment is, too; but the show
sallies and sails forth, chugging along on an upbeat tempo.
Accompanied by two onstage pianists, (music director Steven Ladd Jones and
Bethany Aiken), the ensem-

ble cast sings powerfully
and tap-dances energetically throughout the 1-3/4
hour, two-act production.
The first act gets off to a
slow, and all-too-familiar
start, but gains momentum,
picking up steam throughout
the second act, to the finale.
Shana Dirik is terrific in her
caricaturish role of Broadway veteran diva Mona, while
Ephie Aardema beams as
Ruby, Mona’s foil- a freshfaced, eager ingenue from
Utah, who packed only her tap
shoes in her suitcase, hoping
to become a star on Broadway.
While Mona is conniving and
demanding, Ruby is innocently naive, her homespun
demeanor endearing to the
cast’s characters and audiences. Aardema unleashes
her lovely voice in romantic solos,”The Sailor of My

BOX OFFICE
Two-act musical comedy, romantic spoof, book, lyrics by
George Haimsohn and Robin Miller, music by Jim Wise, appearing
through September 24 at Stoneham Theatre, renamed Greater
Boston Stage Company, 395 Main St., Stoneham: Wednesdays,
Sundays, 2 p.m.; Thursdays,7:30 p.m.; Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays
3,8 p.m. $50-$60; seniors, $45-$55; students with valid ID,$20.
greaterbostonstage.org, 781-279-2200.
Dreams” and “Raining in
My Heart;” and she and costar Taavon Gamble emanate
charming chemistry in duets, “It’s You,”and “There’s
Something About You”.
Portraying Joan, on-stage
cast member and Ruby’s new
friend, Sara Coombs brightens numbers with her staccato
tap-dancing and strong voice,
especially during duet “ChooChoo Honeymoon,” with Michael Seltzer, Joan’s altar-shy,

sailor boyfriend, Lucky.
Russell Garrett delivers comedic and musical support,
too, in his roles of Hennessy,
the on-stage show-withinshow director and the sailors’
battleship captain, who, coincidentally, is Mona’s longago lover. The couple is a
hoot in duet, “The Beguine”.
All ends well in this fastpaced, hummable, toe-tapping, light-hearted, happy-golucky musical.

Leigh Barrett soars in Lyric Stage Company’s ‘Gypsy’
By Sheila Barth

You may wonder whether
ubiquitous, award-winning,
director-choreographer Rachel Bertone can fulfill the
same iconic tasks musical theater legend Jerome Robbins
achieved in the 1959 original
production of musical fable,
“Gypsy”.
The classic musical hit’s
plot is suggested by Gypsy
Rose Lee’s autobiography
and memoirs, based on the
original production by David
Merrick and Leland Howard.
Seeing Lyric Stage Company’s two-act, 2 hour-40-minute production eradicates any
smidgeon of doubt. Coupled
with award-winning music
director Dan Rodriguez and
his marvelous musicians, Bertone, the petite, dark-tressed,
Boston-based powerhouse,
has helmed another hit. Appreciative audiences deliver
prolonged applause after several numbers and a standing
ovation at the finale.
Besides this large terrific
cast, glowing accolades belong to star Leigh Barrett,
portraying Gypsy Rose Lee’s
pushy mother, Rose. Barrett’s operatic, trained voice
soars in solos “Some People,”
“Small World,” “Everything’s
Coming Up Roses,” and she
brings down the house with
her triumphant rendition of
“Rose’s Turn”.

Barrett also creates a softer perspective on Gypsy’s
overbearing mother. Instead
of Rose’s obnoxious, overly
ambitious, conniving personality, Barrett portrays Rose
as a woman who missed her
opportunity for stardom and
concentrated all her efforts
instead on insuring daughters Louise and June’s rise to
fame.
Sure, some of the shenanigans Rose pulls are unspeakable, such as stealing
her father’s (Remo Airaldi)
coveted, solid gold plaque
in appreciation of his hard
work; gathering an ensemble of youngsters and youths,
making them work for no
pay; and manipulating entertainment folks to achieve her
goals. She even strings along
mild-manned,
kindhearted
boyfriend Herbie (terrific Steven Barkhimer), who agrees
to manage and book Rose’s
schlocky youth acts. In return,
Rose promises to marry Herbie - sometime.
Herbie continues to represent Rose’s tired-out act that
she tweaks, even after the
“kids” have grown up, and
look ridiculous performing
her old routines. Herbie has a
heart and conscience, too, secretly paying the kids behind
Rose’s back.
There are several fabulous
scenes in “Gypsy,” especially
upbeat, ensemble song-and-

dance routines, but Kathy
St. George, Jordan Clark and
Shannon Lee Jones steal the
spotlight portraying veteran
strippers Mazeppa, Electra
and Tessie. The aging trio
inspire Rose’s plain-looking, timid teen-age daughter,
Louise (Kirsten Salpini) with
“You Gotta Get a Gimmick,”
to be a successful burlesque
stripper.
Boston’s versatile darling,
Kathy St. George, is a hoot,
bumping and grinding away
as stripper Mazeppa, garbed
in Roman gladiator helmet,
sandals, and mettle. Jordan
Clark’s stripper costume
blinks and brightens up her
strategic anatomical areas;
and Shannon Lee Jones as
Tessie flits around like a butterfly ballerina, her gossamer
wings shimmering.
Young Margot Anderson-Song steals the spotlight,
too, performing as Baby June,
her blonde curls bouncing as
she tap-dances, cartwheels and
does a split during her Americana routine. Thing is, the
act and June lose their “cuteness” with Rose’s aberrations
of those same routines - Baby
June and her newsboys, Dainty June and her farm boys, etc.
Anderson-Song twirls and
taps around stage, suddenly
emerging as teen-aged June
(Kira Troilo).
After June secretly elopes
with troupe performer Tulsa

Crossword Puzzle
ACROSS
1 Recedes
5 Leftover fragment
10 Ensnare
14 Tilt
15 Barton or Bow
16 Money in Italy
17 Gender
18 Boring tool
19 Poor box contribution
20 Spire
22 Closest
24 Heat in the microwave
25 Deep-voiced singer
26 Valleys
29 Owns
30 Australian tree- climbing animal
34 Is in debt
35 Sack
36 Belittle
37 Is able to
38 Youthful period
40 Moral misdeed
41 Young cat
43 Payment demand
44 Bull: Sp.
45 Bar seat
46 __ King Cole
47 Schnockered
48 Used a stopwatch
50 Retriever, for short
51 Tableland
54 First responder, often
58 Take to
59 From the city
61 Dial __; initial phone sound
62 Mideast ruler
63 __ box; larynx
64 Gorillas
65 Scout groups
66 Stopped
67 Mr. Gingrich
DOWN
1 Lawn trees
2 Mixer speed
3 Bundle of hay
4 Cold symptoms
5 Dandruff’s spot
6 Classic board game
7 Dustcloth
8 Game sites
9 Prepares apples for a pie

(Brady Miller),Rose re-invents the act, as Madame
Rose’s Toreadorables.
So maybe you don’t like
Mama Rose. Perhaps you
think she’s as obnoxious and
toxic as ambitious stage mothers today.
No matter. Everything’s
coming up roses, for you and
for me, after seeing this heartwarming production.

49 Purple shade
50 Like school paper
51 Begged
52 Green citrus fruit
53 Similar

54 In the __ of; despite
55 Pout
56 Once more
57 Tree house?
60 eBay offer

Lyric Stage of Greater Boston kicks off its new season with
classic musical, “Gypsy,” book, lyrics by Arthur Laurents, music
by Jule Styne, lyrics also by Stephen Sondheim, featuring a Boston
star-studded cast, now through October 8: Wednesday, Thursday,
7:30 p.m.; Friday, 8 p.m.; Saturday, 3,8 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.; Sept.
20, also 2 p.m. post-show Q&A, Sept. 17, after 3 p.m. show,140
Clarendon St., Boston. Tickets start at $25,senior, student, group
discounts. Lyric stage.com, 617-585-5678.

Reality lands impressively in
‘ FLIGHT OF THE MONARCH’
By Sheila Barth

There’s nothing earth-shattering about Jim Frangione’s
two-act, two-person, play, yet
it delivers a powerful smack
of reality, prompting families
to take heed.
Nobody does it better than
multi-award-winning, Rockport actress Nancy E. Carroll,
with her portrayal of Sheila
Callaghan, an aging, feisty,
pragmatic, single mother,
who’s estranged from her
adult daughter - and from life,
she claims.
The versatile Carroll, who
consistently overwhelms audiences with her comedic and
dramatic portrayals of older, independent, dissatisfied
women, successfully strikes
again in this world premiere
production of “Flight of the
Monarch”. Her impeccable
timing and brilliant performance are uncanny.
Frangione’s play was initially introduced to Gloucester Stage last year as a staged
reading in its NeverDark Series. Theatergoers’ response
was overwhelmingly positive,
prompting Gloucester Stage
managing director-director,
Jeff Zinn to reprise it, this
time as a full production. Also
appealing to this North Shore
crowd are several local and
area references, to Routes 128,
114, and towns nearby. And

BUYER 1

10 Small cafe
11 Reign
12 Sergeant-at-__
13 Pillar
21 Faux __; boner
23 Posed a question
25 Capital of Iraq
26 Landing places
27 Expect
28 Slowly, in music
29 Alfalfa
31 Fable creator
32 Animal dens
33 Pester
35 “__ voyage!”
36 Knotts or Adams
38 Misrepresent
39 Umpire’s call
42 Wobbles
44 Lhasa resident
46 Nervous tissue cell
47 __ Heel; North Carolinian

BOX OFFICE

BOX OFFICE
Gloucester Stage Company presents the world premiere of
Jim Frangione’s “Flight of the Monarch,” through September 30:
Wednesday-Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Saturday, Sunday, 2 p.m., 267 East
Main St., Gloucester. $32-$42, preview performance, senior, and
patrons 25-under discounts. 978-281-4433, gloucesterstage.com.
Gloucesterites ears perked
up when Carroll referred to a
person of Portuguese descent
with its local pronunciation Port a-gee.
Portraying Sheila’s concerned younger brother,
Thomas, Carroll’s co-star, J.
Tucker Smith, is a newcomer
to Gloucester Stage Company. However, the Providence,
RI native’s stage credits span
from New York City to Chicago, Atlanta, and more. Smith’s
timing and thoughtful interaction with Carroll is palpable,
believable and moving, under
Zinn’s deft guidance.
We meet the siblings in
Sheila’s hospital room, where
Thomas has fallen asleep
in a chair nearby.This isn’t
your typical general hospital,
though. Sheila’s in a locked
ward of a mental hospital. It
seems she had an argument
with another woman over a
mall parking space. She says
the argument escalated, and
the other woman called the
police. No, Sheila didn’t bonk
the complaining woman in
the chest. She unleashed her

aggression on the cop, she
cracks.
Sheila knows she has bouts
of forgetfulness. She knows
she loses her temper. And
she’s convinced she’s losing
her mind. That’s when she
makes the ultimate request actually more of a demand to
Thomas - to help her commit
suicide.
Thomas is shocked. He’s
horrified. And he refuses.
Their younger sister (unseen)
Lacey calls frequently to
check on Sheila at home, but
Sheila isn’t wavering. She has
a plan..
Aha! Thomas has come up
with a better plan, though.It
isn’t rocket science or slick
psychiatry - just common
sense borne out of love. His
solution’s unspoken eloquence appeals and applies
to all families experiencing
Sheila’s situation.
Throughout the fast-paced
play, theatergoers laughed,
nodded, and whispered to
each other in acquiescence.
Obviously, they’ve been there,
done that, too.

Real Estate Transfers
SELLER 1

ADDRESS

PRICE

Faruque, Nawar M

Hatfield, Seth

168 Chelsea St #2

$430,000

Olson, Nicholas

282 Chelsea LLC

282 Chelsea St #1

$375,000

Morin, Matthew

HSEB LLC

186 Havre St #7

$655,000

Haiminis, Jonathan

Rodriguez, Elvira

25-31 Maverick Sq #3

$300,000

Rodriguez, Jorge

Morales, Eugenio

68-70 Prescott St

$485,000

Perlera, Saul E

Sokol Enterprises LLC

145 Saratoga St

$540,000

Donnelly, Nicole

Eagan FT LLC

410 Saratoga St #1

$325,000

37 MAVERICK SQUARE
Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

n

EAST BOSTON

n

617/561-4495

